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lies which are palmed off on the nation as the mystic
necessities of diplomacy, one might be disposed to wonder
whether Downing Street is peopled by knaves or fools.

It is not to be supposed that Yuan-shi-Kai was not well
aware of Sun-yat-Sen's intrigues, and he took what measures
he could to nip the trouble in the bud. He sent two
envoys, Sun-pao-Kuei and Li-shing-To, to Tokio, but
although they were the personal representatives of the
Chinese President their reception was far from warm, and
they found their offers of friendship and amity at a heavy
discount after the splendid illusions which Sun-yat-Sen
had scattered broadcast.

The latter on his return to China found the trouble
between Yuan and the Kuo-min-tang steadily develop-
ing. In May and June arms were pouring into South
China from Japan and through Japanese connections
abroad. Some, in fact a good many, came from England.
I came on the track of several consignments, and in course
of conversation told Sir Conyngham Greene, H.B.M.'s
Ambassador at Tokio, of them. He had no direct infor-
mation himself, but he read me a letter from a naval
officer, who, whilst on an inspection trip in China, had
found ample evidence of Japanese arms being smuggled
into that country, a statement subsequently confirmed
by proceedings in the Diet.

The following remarks made by the Chinese Vice-Presi-
dent, Li-yuan-Hung, in the course of an interview with
Mr. T. F. Millard, editor of The China Press of Shanghai,
on July 16, 1913, are not without interest in this con-
nection.

The interview then proceeded as follows :

A' To what extent is the present revolt being aided by foreigners ? "

The Vice-President thought for a moment before replying. It
was evident that this inquiry stirred depths of his feelings, and
when he did speak his voice quivered with earnestness and indig-
nation. Whatever view may be taken of the correctness of his
opinions, there can be no doubt about his sincerity.

" To a considerable extent. In fact, I do not think it could
have been started without foreign help."

" What is the character of this assistance ? "